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Numismagram Newsletter #68 (X/2021) 


As we approach yet another Halloween, it’s of course time for our annual offering of 
medals and tokens from the spookier side of numismatics. First though, we also have an 
obligatory pic of some festive jack-o-lanterns that will be haunting the neighborhood for 
the next two weeks... 





Oh wait, this month has been moving by so quickly that we haven't even had a chance to 


carve them yet! That'll be a task for the weekend. 


Those who have been following similar uploads of ours in the past will certainly recognize 
a few of the types presented in this mix, though there are also a number that are newer to 
this haunting grouping. One such debut entrant is a French plaque from 1909 that, upon 
first glance, would appear to be rather benign, as it celebrates a dentist. After closer 
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examination of the reverse, however, a spookier image is certainly observed, as this was 
no ordinary dentist, but a pioneer in the world of facial prosthetics and maxillofacial 
surgery... 
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On the wall in the background is a bevy of masks made for and molds made from prior 
patients of the dentist, each with their own facial reconstruction story to tell. Nothing like a 
wall of haunting faces to set the tone for this ghastly arrangement. 


Up next are a couple items that touch upon a topic that is rather current. Not only are 
they holiday-appropriate, they also emanate from 1920's Germany during the period of 
rampant inflation and food shortages. Though the inflation and scattered shortages that 


https://shoutout.wix.com/so/f8NoK7xHB?language Tag=en&cid=d99ad283-f88f-4066-a0f5-00de9e7a861c#/main 


2/6 


10/20/21, 11:27 AM () @) Happy Halloween! ¢9 @) 
we are experiencing now aren't anything near that of inter-war Germany, it does strike a 
chord. This plaque from 1927 features mankind seemingly running off the face of the 
planet in order to grab every last drop of happiness spread forth from a fleeting female 
image. Above, a morbid figure of the Grim Reaper watches, holding an hourglass as 
everyone's time appears to draw near... 





(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/f8NOK7xHB/c?w=BOE_SUNOtmosXLNU3tBfg/fy_qde- 
AaSGb_JxGKIpNs.eyJ1ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubnVtaXNtYWdyYWoOuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3QtcGFnZS8xh 


Along this same line is a rather interesting piece of notgeld from a few years prior. This 
note conveys a similar sentiment, though it does so in an even more direct manner. Here, 
Death himself is scattering virtually worthless currency to a populace in desperate need 
of life’s essentials. If the imagery didn’t drive home the concept, the legend surrounding 
the scene certainly does, as the cost of various foodstuffs in October 1923 in Germany— 
exactly 98 years ago—paints the very grim scene, even ending with the cost of a death 
certificate and coffin! 
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Old favorites, though, are also omnipresent, and it wouldn't be a Halloween upload 
without a Blumenbach “3 Skulls” medal, would it? This has always been one of our more 
popular types and, though the these are getting increasingly more difficult and expensive 
to obtain, they reinforce the fact that this area of numismatics is also coming into its own 

and developing a rather strong and devoted following... 
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For all of this mini's new items, click here (https://shoutout.wix.com/so/f8NOK/7xHB/c? 
w=YPkRf9XUrsgHmvuiZDnwCLPpl124siAH_ L7eDt1xfuo.eyJ1 ljotaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubn 
VtaxNntYWdyYWoOuY 29tL2ludmVudGYyeSlsInliOiINmMUWwY TE3YiIOxODZkLTRINGEtOGM 
S3OCOWM2U4NzZQ3ZDVINZIILCJtllolbWFpbF9scClsImMiOiJkO TINZDI4My1mODhmLT Qw 

NJYtY TBmMNSOWMGRIOWU3Y Tg2MWMifQ) or on the banner art below. We will be back 
again at the beginning of November for another round of mixed art and historical medals, 
both from the United States and from around the world. 
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For the spookiest exonumia around... 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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